
Christmas Love 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

I. In love, God sent his Son to rescue us. 
A. “For God so love the world that ….” 

1. This statement talks about two values. 
(a) They are our value and Jesus’ value. 
(b) It is saying that Jesus is precious to his Father. 
(c) His willingness to sacrifice Jesus for us, demonstrates 

our value. 
(d) God loves you “so” much, that he gave his precious 

Son. 
2. The Greek word used for God’s love is agape. 

(a) We sometimes call this unconditional love. 
(b) This love is not a response to our loveliness. 
(c) “Even while we were yet sinners, Christ loved us and 

gave himself for us.” 
(d) Since Christ is the perfect image of the Father, that is a 

picture of how God loves us. 
(e) The emphasis is on God’s nature, not on how lovable 

we are. 
B. We are made for the love of God. 

1. God created us for loving relationship. 
(a) He loves us, and we, in turn love him. 
(b) The experience of his love generates love for God in us. 

2. We need God’s love. 
(a) God’s love is our true source of security. 
(b) Only the love of the eternal One, gives ultimate security. 

3. God’s love enables us to experience peace. 
(a) Fulfillment eludes us apart from the love of God. 
(b) His love is what makes us whole. 

II.God made us in his image so we would love like him. 
A. We bring God glory when our lives reflect him. 

1. Our fall into sin shattered God’s image in us. 
(a) Because of sin, we became selfish, not loving. 

2. Through the Gospel we are made new. 
(a) We are freed from our bondage to sin. 

3. In relationship with him, God begins to renew his image in 
us. 

4. The central command of the New Covenant is love  
(John 13:34-35). 

B. Joseph’s love for Mary will be severely challenged. 
1. Mary and Joseph were betrothed. 
2. Mary is a virgin, but the Angel Gabriel appears to her. 

(a) She will have a baby. 

(b) The child will be conceived by the power of God. 
(c) Gabriel also tells Mary about Elizabeth’s pregnancy. 

3. Mary rushes off to visit Elizabeth. 
(a) She stays with Elizabeth for three months. 

4. Soon after she returns it becomes apparent she is with child 
5. Mary claims she is still a virgin. 

(a) Joseph doesn’t believe her. But why would he? 
(b) How common are virgin births? 
(c) What will Joseph do? 

III.In Joseph, we see a picture of Christ’s love. 
A. The Ancient Near East was a shame and honor culture. 
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2. Right and wrong are assessed by how behavior reflects on 
community. 

3. Publicly “losing face,” or being shamed, is catastrophic. 
B. In the small village of Nazareth, soon everyone would know. 

1. This is a shaming event for Joseph. 
2. The Law says he can have Mary stoned to death. 

(a) That would take away Joseph’s shame. 
(b) He would “save face.” His honor would be restored. 

3. But what does Joseph do? (Matthew 1:19) 
(a) Some people would want revenge. 
(b) Their anger would demand vengeance. 

4. Joseph prepares to quietly divorce Mary. 
(a) He believes he has been wronged, yet he doesn’t want 

vengeance. 
(b) In love he protects Mary. 
(c) The word will still get out. It will publicly shame him. 
(d) He is willing to bear the shame of his unfaithful 

betrothed. 
5. That is what Jesus did for us. 

(a) Crucifixion was a shameful death. 
(b) He bore the shame for us, his unfaithful betrothed  

(Romans 5:8). 
(c) We had something to be ashamed of. 
(d) He gave himself for the ones who had betrayed him. 

B. How do we see this love in the Bethlehem stable? 
1. We only see God’s love in light of Jesus’ mission. 

(a) This baby was born to die that shameful death. 
(b) He knew that was his purpose. He came anyway. 

2. That baby is now our Lord and King! 
(a) How do we respond to his love? 
(b) We live for him. We love for him. 
(c) All for the glory of the King! 


