
Sermon Discussion Guide 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 

Grace for Our Scandalous Past 

Matthew 1: 1-6, 17 

 

In the sermon the point was made that the genealogies in the New Testament are not complete. There 

are missing generations. There are significant differences in the genealogies in Matthew 1 and in Luke 3. 

The differences can be explained by the difference between eastern and western styles of written 

communication. Communication in the Ancient Near East, was originally all oral communication. It was a 

storytelling culture. They were more concerned about the concept they were trying to convey than they 

were about the details. Western thinkers are also linear in our thinking and writing. We tell stories in 

order form A to B to C. Eastern communication is different than that. They tell a story once and then 

circle back to tell it again with added details. If we read it as if it is linear and chronological, we are prone 

to misread and misinterpret. 

In Matthew’s genealogy there are three sets of 14 generations. There are 28 generations from David to 

Jesus. In the genealogy in Luke 3 there are 43 generations from David to Jesus. We might think this is an 

error in Scripture. It is not. The writers are writing from an eastern perspective. They are less concerned 

about the actual number of generations than they are about the point they are making. Numerology is 

important in the New testament. The number 7 represents perfection and wholeness. It is often used to 

represent God. 

1. What might Matthew be saying by having three sets of 14 generations? 

2. Luke has 77 generations from God the Father to Jesus. What point is he making? Hint: they’re 

both making the same point. 

3. Some westerners have made the mistake of trying to estimate the length of human history using 

the genealogies. Why would this be an inaccurate estimate if the genealogies are not complete? 

 

4. A King’s genealogy was supposed to present evidence of his right and worthiness to be king. 

Why might that motivate the writer of the genealogy to include heroic ancestors and whitewash 

the genealogy of people of questionable character? 

 

5. Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew 1, includes the good, the bad, and the ugly. Rahab was a prostitute, 

Solomon’s mother is included as “Uriah’s wife”, and several of the Kings of Judah were idol 

worshipers who led Israel astray. Why does the inclusion of the scandalous stories make the 

genealogy more credible? 

 

6. What do you think God is saying by including the scandals in the genealogies? What does it say 

about God’s faithfulness? About grace? 

 

7. We all share a common genealogy. We are all sons and daughters of Adam. How is that like the 

scandalous genealogy of Matthew 1? 

 

8. No matter what our background or past is, we who have trusted in Jesus have been washed 

clean. Does that motivate you to want to serve Jesus? 

 



 

 


