
The Peace of Christmas 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

I.Inner peace can be an elusive goal. 
A. Joseph was a godly man. Found peace in trusting God. 

1. He was a righteous man. 
2. He tried to live in a way that pleased God. 

B. Sometimes life’s circumstances challenge our peace. 
1. Mary’s pregnancy was that type of challenge. 

(a) Many emotions for Joseph (anger, hurt, grief). 
2. The pandemic has challenged people’s peace. 

(a) Surveys tell us that anxiety is high for many. 
(b) For people who are particularly vulnerable. 
(c) For people whose loved ones are vulnerable. 
(d) For children. 
(e) For those who have suffered loss. 
(f) For those who are isolated. 

3. Being a Christian does not make us immune to stress. 
(a) Different personalities handle stress differently. 
(b) Physiological, psychological and historical factors. 
(c) For example, if you have experienced trauma… 
(d) Brain chemistry; balance of neurotransmitters. 

C. Even though faith doesn’t totally shield us, it does help. 
1. Joseph’s faith was probably one reason he was called. 

(a) Even before Gabriel’s visitation, Joseph turned his heart 
to God. 

2. He had questions for God. 
(a) Why God? 
(b) What do I do God? 

3. Joseph is going to need his faith because of a difficult 
calling. 
(a) Ongoing shame. 
(b) An arduous journey with Mary close to full term. 
(c) No place to stay in Bethlehem with a baby about to be 

born. 
(d) A hasty escape from a bloodthirsty tyrant (threat). 
(e) Living in a foreign land (isolation). 

II.The true peace of Christmas is a Gospel peace. 
A. One of the most often misquoted Scripture (Luke 2:14). 

1. The misquote: “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.” 
2. Why is this quotation so wrong? 

(a) Because that it implies that it is referring to all of 
humanity. 

(b) So, it is used to speak about “world peace.” 
(c) That’s not what the passage is talking about. 

3. The desire for “world peace” is a nice sentiment. 
(a) It became a Miss America cliche. 
(b) But it is not even God’s goal. 
(c) God’s goal is the salvation of souls. 
(d) We could stop all war and it would just be a temporary 

fix. 
4. The peace we need even more, is deeper,  

1. We need peace with God, an eternal peace. 
5. It’s not that world peace is a bad thing. 

(a) Yes, we want our leaders to wisely pursue peace. 
(a) But the Bible tells us that the world is fallen and broken. 
(b) It is not realistic to think that whole world will be at 

peace. 
(c) Actually, it’s humanistic. It dismisses what the Bible 

says. 
B. Actual quote: “Peace to men (people) on whom his favor rests.” 

1. The word translated favor is “charis.” 
(a) Charis can also be translated grace. 
(b) Peace to people on whom his grace rests. 

2. Ephesians tells us that we were enemies of God. 
(a) His grace is extended to us when we trust in Jesus. 

3. God looks favorably upon those who know him. 
(a) But we only get into that position “by grace through 

faith.” 
4. Pre-crucifixion believers (Joseph) will also be saved through 

their faith. 
(a) Romans tells us “no on will be justified through following 

Law.” 
5. The peace of this newborn King is a Gospel peace! 

II.We experience peace in life by trusting God. 
A. First, we must begin with a base-line peace with God. 

1. That is the peace of salvation, the peace of the Gospel! 
(a) Are you absolutely sure that you have trusted in Christ? 
(b) What are you depending upon? 
(c) If God asked you, “why should I let you into heaven…? 

B. Life challenges our experience of peace. 
1. God is able to meet us in those challenges. 
2. A very hard three years for Pastor Tony Evans. 

(a) Bible Study: U-turns: Reversing the Consequences in 
Your Life. 

C. Three principles that help us live in peace (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
1. Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
2. Lean not on your own understanding. 
3. Acknowledge him in all your ways. 


