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Sunday, January 3, 2021 

Slandering Jesus 

Matthew 2:19-23 

 

Joseph and Mary were in difficult circumstances. They had done no wrong, yet, their neighbors in 

Nazareth believed they had broken the Law. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus all faced judgment, condemnation, 

and prejudice because people were convinced that Mary had sexual relations outside of marriage. As 

people talked about this matter, they were convinced their viewpoint was accurate, but we now know 

they were wrong. Any talking they did about Mary was slander. 

 

Webster’s new World Dictionary defines slander as “the utterance in the presence of another person of 

a false statement (or statements) that is damaging to a third party’s character or reputation.” The point 

of Sunday’s sermon is that we need to be careful because it is easier to commit slander then we realize. 

Slander is a serious sin because it goes against Jesus’s commandment, that we are to love one another 

as he has loved us. That is the central command of the New Covenant. Therefore, to slander someone, 

particularly another Christian, is covenant breaking and a form of unfaithfulness. 

 

1. Slander is a particular form of gossip. How so? 

2. Slander involves telling people things that are not totally true about another person. When we 

tell a story about another person, we tell it from our perspective. Why is it easy for that 

viewpoint to not be totally true? 

3. How does personal bias affect the telling of a story? 

4. Are our biases always correct? Why not? 

5. The people of Nazareth probably talked about Mary’s pregnancy. Do you think their viewpoints 

were accurate? Do you think that they thought their viewpoints were accurate? How often do 

you think there are discrepancies between our viewpoints and the truth? 

6. How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when they heard people talking? 

7. Some of those people were probably friends they grew up with. How does it make you feel 

when an old friend is talking to others about you in negative ways?  

8. The ninth of the Ten Commandments says, “Do not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

How does slander relate to that commandment? 

9. We are tempted to slander when we don’t like someone. We can also be tempted to slander 

when we see someone as competition. Have you ever torn down another person’s character or 

reputation to a third party because you felt threatened by them as competition?  Explain. 

 


