
Sermon Discussion Guide 

Sunday, October 25, 2020 

Messiah Will Remove Your Burdens 

Matthew 3: 11-17 

 

When John the Baptist arrives on the scene, the people of Israel have been awaiting the Messiah. 

However, their understanding of what Messiah will be like and what he will do are quite mistaken. Some 

expect a military and political leader who will lead a rebellion against Rome. Others expect a Messiah who, 

like them, will be all about the Law of God as the means of righteousness. Jesus of Nazareth will take 

everyone by surprise. 

 

1. Why do you think the defeat of the Romans was not God’s priority? 

2. Yet, the Romans had an important part in accomplishing God’s priority. In what sense? 

3. Are we ever at risk of confusing God’s purposes with the kingdoms of this world? 

4. Jesus calls us to love our enemies. What about people we don’t agree with on politics? 

5. John really ripped into the Pharisees and Sadducees. What was that all about? 

6. John’s attitude toward them didn’t seem very Christlike. Why was it appropriate? 

7. What is legalism? Why is it so spiritually toxic? What harm does it do? 

8. Is there legalism in churches today? What are some examples of legalism? 

9. How is legalistic “righteousness” different than the righteousness found through the Gospel? 

10. Can legalism be subtle and hard to see? Give an example. 

11. What do we do when we discover legalism in ourselves? 

12. Was Jesus repenting when he went to John? Why then, do you think he had to submit himself to 

John “to fulfill all righteousness”? 

13. Jesus does not embrace military or political power, but the scene of his baptism definitely 

addresses the need for empowerment. In what sense? 

14. Read Isaiah 61:1-3. What did the Spirit enable Jesus to accomplish? 

15. Read Joel 2:28-29. What people is this referring to? 

16. How do you think Joel 2 relates to the making of disciples? 

 


