
A Glimpse of Jesus’ Heart 
John 17: 1-26 

 
I. John 17 shows us what Jesus’ priorities were.    

A. What do you pray when crucifixion is imminent? 
1. Superficial prayers? “May we have nice weather…” 
2. Inconsequential prayers? A win for the Jerusalem Packers? 
3. Prayers for minor needs? Please heal my hangnail. 

B. You pray for the priorities of your life and heart. 
1. The priorities of Jesus’ life: (apart from the crucifixion) 

(a) Glorify the Father by being faithful. 
(b) Establish the Church by making disciples. 

C. Jesus begins with glory (John 17:1) 
1. “The time has come.” 

(a) The glorifying of the Son is the cross. 
(1) He is shown to be the faithful one. 
(2) He glorifies his Father as the fulfillment of justice and 

mercy. 
2. “This is eternal life, that they may know you…” (John 17:3). 

(a) Eternal life is having a relationship. 
(b) In another context, Jesus will say, “I never knew you.” 

3. “I have brought you glory…” (John 17:4) 
(a) What work is Jesus referring to? 
(b) Not the work of the cross (not completed yet).  
(c) It’s the work of raising up disciples. 
(d) It’s the mission he was given (made possible by the 

cross). 
(e) It’s the mission he gave us (based upon the cross). 
(f) Jesus came to reproduce disciples like himself. 
(g) He sends us into the world to do the same. 

4. The meta-story of the Bible (Meta: higher, transcending). 
(a) The meta-story is the all-encompassing story of the Bible. 

(1) God made us to be like him in character (image). 
(2)  The fall into sin shattered God’s image in us. 
(3) In redemption, God renews his image in us 
(Rom.8:29) (I John 3:2) “…we shall be like him.” 
 

II. Jesus’ heart for his disciples comes out in prayer in John 17. 
A. Three main points on the discipleship process. 

1. Disciples grow as God reveals himself through the Word. 
2. Disciples need protection in the spiritual battle we are in. 
3. Disciples need unity with one another. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

B. Growth through the Word (John 17:6) 
1. “They have obeyed your Word” (submitted to and trusted in). 
2. Faith: they have developed convictions (John 17:7-8). 
3. Spiritual growth: “Sanctify them…” (John 17: 17). 

(a) Sanctification: process of becoming like Jesus (image 
renewal). 

4. “I will continue to make you known” (John 17:26). 
(a) As the relationship continues, there is ongoing revelation. 
(b) The byproducts of ongoing revelation: God’s love and 

filling of the Holy Spirit. 
C. Protection 

1. “I am sending them…” They represent me (John 17:18). 
2. They will face opposition (John 17:15). 

D. Unity (John 17:20-21) 
1. The Holy Spirit is the common denominator (John 17: 22-23). 
2. The strength of our testimony is dependent upon unity! 

III. Jesus’ assumption is that the disciples reproduce (John 17:20). 
A. Reproducing one’s likeness in others is a big theme. 

1. God does it with us. 
2. Parents do it with children. 

(a) Our genes reproduce physical likeness. 
(b) Our character reproduces character (Exodus 20:4-6). 

B. The biblical blueprint: 
1. Disciples reproduce disciples (II Timothy 2:2). 

(a) Sunday School and small groups are resources. 
(b) But the primary Biblical tool is faithful people. 

2. God’s intention is for all believers to reproduce spiritually. 
(a) This calling is for each and every believer! 

C. We are to follow Jesus’ methodology. 
1. Very relational (sharing our lives with each other). 
2. Centered on God’s Word. 
3. Having a father or mother’s heart for the well-being of the 

next generation. 


