
Sermon Discussion Guide 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 

Christmas Love 
Matthew 1: 18-25 

 
Love is the theme of the second week of Advent. Sunday’s sermon focused on how the love of God for 
us was demonstrated in the sending of his Son. Although the Christmas story emphasizes the arrival of 
Jesus, to understand the love God expressed in this event we need to see it through the lens of mission. 
Jesus came for a very specific purpose. He came to rescue us. Hence, the significance of his name, Jesus, 
or “Salvation,” for he came to save us from our sins. 
 

1. John 3:16 tells us that, “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…” What is 
this statement saying about the value of Jesus?  What is it saying about our value? 

2. When the Bible speaks about God’s love for us the emphasis is more on the nature of God as 
one who is loving rather than on us as ones who are lovable (see Romans 5:8). Why should this 
be freeing for us? Why is it more securing for us if the emphasis is on the character of God? 

3. How does the love of God enable us to experience peace? 
4. God renews His image in His people in the sanctification process. So, in John 13, as Jesus 

institutes the New Covenant, he says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another.” We are called to love like Jesus. Discuss how Jesus 
has loved us. How do we love one another in like manner? Describe what our love should be 
like. 

5. Joseph’s love for Mary was severely challenged. He probably felt betrayed. Have you ever felt 
betrayed? Was it difficult to love like Jesus in that situation? 

6. How do you think the power of the Holy Spirit factors into the call for us to love like Jesus? 
7. Mary and Joseph lived in a shame and honor culture. How do you think Joseph felt when Mary’s 

pregnancy became public knowledge? 
8. What does it tell us about Joseph that his intention was to divorce Mary quietly? (see verse 19) 
9. The sermon stated that Joseph’s love for Mary is a picture of Christ’s love for us. In an honor and 

shame culture Joseph could have restored his honor by having Mary prosecuted. By not doing 
so, he would continue to bear the shame. How is that like Jesus’ love for us expressed through 
the cross? 

10. To see God’s love in the Bethlehem stable we must see it through the lens of mission. Why does 
seeing Jesus’ mission help us to see the love expressed in His arrival? 

11. How do we respond to His love? What are we called to? Take a quiet moment and consider if 
there is someone, in particular, that God is calling you to love like Jesus has loved you. 


