
How Great Is That Darkness 
Exodus 10:21-23 

I.Light and life are connected, both physically and spiritually. 
A. The light of the sun is required for photosynthesis process. 

1. Photosynthesis is necessary for plant cells to produce 
sugar. 
(a) So, the production of plants as food requires 

sunlight. 
(b) Those plants are an essential part of the food chain. 

2. The sun also provides energy (warmth) that supports 
life. 

3. Without the sun, we could not survive. 
(a) Life on earth requires sunlight. 
(b) It is dependent upon it. 
(c) So, physically you can say life comes from light. 

4. God created and sustains the sun. 
(a) Ultimately, he is the source of physical light and life. 

B. God is also the source of spiritual life. 
1. The “Living” God is spirit (John 4:24). 

(a) He made us in his image, to be spiritual beings. 
(b) Through the fall, humanity died spiritually. 
(c) With death came a corruption of our nature 

(sinners). 
(d) That corruption separated us from God, who is holy. 

2. In the Gospel, God offers us a renewal of life. 
(a) Jesus came with spiritual life (John 1:4). 
(b) He came so that we could have life again (JN10:10). 

3. The New Testament compares spiritual light and dark in 
two ways. 
(a) Good (light) vs. evil (dark). 
(b) The ability to see (light) vs. blindness (darkness). 
(c) The ability to see spiritually can also called spiritual 

perception. 
II.The Egyptians worshiped, Ra, the supposed sun god. 

A. Worship of sun deities was common in pagan cultures. 
1. God commanded his people not to (Exodus 20:4) 

(a) Worship of the sun was a capital offense; see Lev17   
B. As worshippers of Ra, they considered themselves a 

kingdom of light. 
1. Physical light, but spiritual also. 

(a) Probably saw themselves as good and right. 
(b) Believed that their perceptions were clear. 

C. The 9th plague directly confronts those beliefs. 
1. God gives them 3 days of total darkness. 

(a) It was so dark that people couldn’t see one another. 
(b) They couldn’t even leave their homes. 

2. Think of the fear this would generate after 3 days. 
(a) “Will we ever see the light of day again?” 

D. What is God doing? 
1. He is bringing judgment on Ra and his followers. 

(a) God declares that Ra is a false god. 
(b) God demonstrates that he alone controls the sun. 
(c) God declares that Egypt is a kingdom of darkness. 
(d) Their deeds have been evil and they cannot see. 

2. God displays his sovereign glory! 
(a) What other god has ever controlled the sun? 

III.As people turn from God, they lose the light. 
A. God is light (I John 1:5). 

1. We begin to see clearly when we come to know Jesus. 
(a) “In him was life and that life was the light of man.” 

2. The Spirit of God in us, enables us to see. 
(a) The one who has no faith, has no light (I Cor. 2:14). 
(b) If someone doesn’t know God, no spiritual 

perception (John 3:3). 
3. When someone turns away, they go blind. 

(a) You won’t see clearly if you walk in the flesh. 
B. How well do your eyes work? (Matthew 6:22-23). 

1. What “eyes” is Jesus talking about? 
(a) Not physical eyes. You can see 20:20 and be blind. 
(b) Referring to the “eyes of your heart (Eph.1:15-19). 
(c) Jesus is talking about spiritual perception. 

2. Good eyes: whole person is full of light. 
(a) Bad eyes: whole person is full of darkness. 

C. As our culture has turned away, it has become darker. 
1. Remember, who the source of light is. 

(a) Issues of sexuality, marriage, gender. 
(b) Public opinion has almost entirely moved. 
(c) Near universal agreement. Very strong convictions. 
(d) Assumption that anyone reasonable would agree. 
(e) If you don’t agree, you’re an unreasonable bigot. 

D. Recent Supreme Court decision; the redefining of sex. 
E. What do we do? 

1. Look to God’s Word, not public opinion. Stand strong! 
2. Represent well. Continue to love in a hostile world. 


