
Beginning Discipleship: The Meta-story of the 
Bible 

I. God’s plan for humanity 

a. To raise up a people for himself and like himself. 

b. For himself: relationship with God is our purpose. 

i. “I will be your God and you will be my people.” 

ii. To find the life that we long for we need to connect 

to our purpose (John 10:10). 

c. Like himself: holiness and love (Genesis 1:26-27) 

i. God is holy, uncorrupted, pure in heart. 

ii. God is a covenantal being. His relationships are 

characterized by love, loyalty, and faithfulness. 

These are characteristic of the Trinity.  In the Trinity 

we see God loving God. 

iii. He calls us to be like him; loving, loyal, and faithful in 

our relationships with him and with one another. 

1. In loving his people, God calls us into 

covenant with himself. That is an expression 

of God loving people, and of God calling 

people to love him. 

a. So, God loves God and people. 

2. He also calls us into covenant with one 

another. 

3. So, like God, we are also called to love God 

and people. 

4.  Jesus said, in Matt.22, that the whole Law is 

about these two things. 

5. Thus, the Law is a reflection of God’s 

character, loving God and loving people. 

6. The law was a call for people to be like God. 

II. The problem: Sin and Spiritual death 

a. Adam and Eve began their lives as holy beings. Because of 

their holiness, they were able to dwell in the presence of 

God, who is holy. But that would all change. 

b. God warned Adam, “if you decide to turn away and not trust 

me, you will die” (Gen.2:16-17) 

c. This was primarily about spiritual death (Romans 6:23). 

d. Spiritual death changed everything. 

i. The character of human beings was corrupted. Our 

nature changed (Eph.2:3). 

ii. Because of sin, we couldn’t be like God. 

iii. Sin is not primarily a behavior problem. 

1. It is a heart problem (nature) that has the 

symptom of sinful behavior. 

2. That is why we can’t fix the problem by just 

reforming our behavior (Eph. 2:9) 

3. We need a renewed nature, and we can’t do 

that for ourselves. 

a. We are described as being in a 

hopeless situation (Eph. 2:12) 

III. Through the Gospel, God renews his image in us. 

a. In redemption, Jesus takes our sin to the cross. 

b. When we trust in Christ, we are re-created (II Cor. 5:17). 

a. We are given a new nature. 

c. Again, his goal is to make us like him (Ephesians 4:24) 

i.  We are to reflect the glory/beauty of his character. 

1. (II Corinthians 3:18) 

ii. But we can’t do this by self-reform or by will power. 

iii. God changes us from the inside out (Romans 12:2). 

iv. The goal of Christ-likeness will be met(Romans 8:29). 

1. We will be like him (I John 3:2) 

d. Part of being like Jesus, is having his heart for people. 

e. He calls us to join him in his mission (Matthew 28:19). 

f. Like Jesus, we are to make disciples. 

g. We are to reproduce others who, like us, are becoming like 

Jesus, and inviting others to do the same (II Timothy 2:2). 

a. This is a simple yet miraculous process. 

b. We simply share what God has shown us. 

c. God transforms someone through his Word and 

Spirit! 


