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Prepare the Way of the Lord 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

When John the Baptist arrives on the scene the prophets had been silent for 400 years. That was part of 

God’s judgment of his people in response to their refusal to listen to his Word that was delivered 

through the prophets. 

Matthew tells us that John is the fulfillment of the prophesy in Isaiah that spoke of a voice calling from 

the wilderness for Israel to repent and prepare the way for the Lord. So, John is the forerunner to the 

Messiah, calling people to prepare for the coming of the King and his Kingdom. 

 

1. In what way is John calling for people to prepare for the coming Messiah? 

2. What is repentance?  How might repentance prepare one’s heart for the arrival of Messiah? 

3. John was different from your average Palestinian Jew of that time. In what ways? See verse 4. 

4. The sermon spoke of how we are influenced by the culture we live in. What are some ways that 

we are influenced by culture? 

5. Culture can have both positive and negative affects on us. As the people in a society turn away 

from God and from his revelation, how would that affect the influence of culture upon people? 

6. What does it mean to be “conformed” to something? 

7. Read Romans 8:29. What is God conforming his people to? 

8. In a culture that is increasingly secular, how is conformation to the culture’s values, practices, 

and priorities likely to be related to conformation to the likeness of Christ? In other words, do 

these two influences lead us to walk the same path or to two divergent paths? 

9. The sermon said that John was different from other Israelites because he was detached from 

the culture and its influence. This was because he had a better attachment. What was that 

better attachment? 

10. How do we cultivate more of the attachment John had, rather than attachment to the world and 

its values? 

11. We live in a culture that values material success, personal comfort, and pleasure. These things 

aren’t all bad, but how do you think it affects conformity to the likeness of Christ, if they become 

our highest priorities? 

12. Our culture tells us to pursue “the good life.” What do you think God’s perspective is on what 

“the good life” actually is? Do you think we are dealing with two opposing value systems? Read 

1 John 2:15. 

13. A popular term in our culture is to be “woke.” If you are familiar with the term, how does that 

concept relate to the call to be conformed to the image of Christ? How do you separate 

Kingdom values and worldly values? 

14. Do you think John’s message still speaks to us today? What is it saying to you? Are there 

changes in your values, practices, or priorities, that God might be calling you to make? 


