
Where is There Hope to be Found? 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

I.True hope is an elusive commodity in the world. 
A. People always need hope. 

1. Hope is the expectation of a favorable future. 
2. There are many who make promises of hope. 

(a) Politicians: a recent presidential campaign offered hope 
and change. 

(b) Technology/Marketing 
(c) Economists 

3. But the world offers hope that is often false hope. 
(a) It is at best temporary hope 

4. What we need is lasting hope, eternal hope. 
B. Matthew quotes the prophet, Isaiah in verse 23. 

1. The book of Isaiah’s prophesy is a mixed bag. 
(a) Isaiah confronts the people with their sin. 
(b) He predicts that Assyria will defeat them. 
(c) But the book is also filled with beautiful promises. 

2. God had chosen Israel to be set apart as his people 
(a) Israel was called into covenant with God. 
(b) They were to have a relationship of mutual faithfulness. 
(c) Israel would have blessing or curses. 
(d) Israel chose curses and judgment. 
(e) They were unfaithful, rejecting God for false gods. 

3. Isaiah chastised Judah and Israel for their sin. 
(a) Israel refused to turn back to God and trust. 
(b) So, Assyria would defeat Israel and deport its people. 

4. So those were dark days for Judah and Israel. 
(a) Their prospects were gloomy (Isaiah 8:21-22). 
(b) Isaiah spoke words of hope into that gloom  

(Isaiah 9:1-2). 
II.Hope is grounded in the character of the one who promises.  

A. The promises of God are always true. 
1. So, there is a good reason to depend on those promises. 

(a) But ultimately, promises are only as good as the one 
who promises. 

(b) The promises are solid because of who God is. 
(c) Our God is always faithful! 

B. Have you discovered the life changing reality of God’s 
faithfulness? 
1. Faithfulness is not just what God does. 

(a) It is a fundamental characteristic of who he is. 
2. God is faithful always. 

(a) He is always dependable. 

(b) He is always trustworthy. 
(c) He is a rock of faithfulness. 
(d) He keeps his promises, every time. 

C. Faithfulness is a covenantal concept. 
1. Even though Judah and Israel had turned from God. 

(a) God would not forget his people. 
(b) Go would not forget his promise to bless the world (us) 

through his people (Israel). 
III.The hope God promised was always a world-wide hope. 

A. All peoples on earth would be blessed through Abraham 
(Genesis 12:2-3). 
1. Yes, God chose to bless Israel. 
2. But his vision was always redemption for the nations. 

B. The prophecy of a virgin birth was hope for the nations. 
1. A Redeemer had to be someone without sin. 
2. All descendants of Adam inherited his fallen nature. 

(a) Inheritance in God’s economy was always through the 
male. 

(b) That is not because God is against women. 
(c) It was necessary to have a Redeemer born with no sin. 

3. Jesus was “born of a woman’ but had no human father. 
(a) So, he was indeed human, but inherited no sin. 
(b) He was the only human being ever born that way. 
(c) So, Isaiah’s prophecy was not for the immediate 

context. 
(d) It was a big-picture, long-term prophecy. 

4. God would send a light of hope (Isaiah 9:2). 
(a) That light would be God himself, Immanuel (Matt. 1:23). 
(b) God was coming to rescue his people. 
(c) In faithfulness he would redeem and save and rescue. 

5. God would become a sinless man, in the person of his only 
begotten Son, Jesus, who is the Christ. 
(a) Jesus would be the faithful one, who came to rescue us. 

C. What is the appropriate response? Faithfulness! 
1. Devotion to the one who came to rescue us. 

(a) He died for us, so we live for him! 
(b) Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, who came to bring 

hope! 
2. So, where is hope to be found? 

(a) In the character of our faithful God! 
(b) God is always faithful, and therefore, we are a hopeful 

people! 
 


