
Repent, for the Kingdom of God is Near! 
Matthew 3:1-3, 4:17, 6:9-10 

 
I. A kingdom is where a king reigns. 

A. Adam was a king. 
1. Kings have authority to rule. 
2. Kings also had judicial authority. 

B. The garden was a temple, a dwelling place of God. 
1. Adam was the priest of the temple. 

(a) He was to guard the temple against defilement. 
(b) He was to do the work of the temple: worship. 

2. Adam was also a prophet (received direct revelation). 
C. The temple was attacked. 

1. As priest he needed to guard against defiling slander. 
2. As prophet he had been given truth (a warning). 
3. As king, he had judicial authority, to pronounce judgment. 

D. Adam was deceived and manipulated. 
1. He failed to fulfill his duty. 
2. He broke faithfulness with God. 
3. He bound covenant with the enemy deceiver. 

E. Satan had stolen Adam’s authority. 
1. He became “the prince of this world.” 
2. The earth fell under the kingdom of darkness. 
3. Those whom Adam represented (us) fell under Satan’s 

authority. 
(a) We were held captive. 
(b) As God warned, we were spiritually dead, and blind. 

 
II. The Gospel of Matthew: The coming of the Kingdom of God 

A. God had promised a Redeemer who would set captives free. 
1. The Redeemer had to be a man. 
2. The Redeemer had to be God (to redeem more than one). 
3. The Redeemer was coming to take back authority. 

B. Two things the Redeemer had to do: 
1. Do what Adam failed to do; remain faithful to the Father. 
2. Fulfill the Law, by dying in the place of captives. 

(a) By doing these things, he established himself as rightful 
King. 

C. Matthew’s Gospel is written to proclaim the King and his 
Kingdom! 
1. So, Matthew begins with a genealogy. 

(a) He shows that King Jesus is in the line of King David. 
2. Matthew’s Gospel has a different perspective on Jesus’ birth. 

(a) Only Matthew speaks of the Magi (three kings). 
(b) They come seeking the King who is proclaimed in the 

heavens. 

3. But a new king is a threat to the current king. 
(a) So Herod commits genocide in an attempt to kill him. 
(b) Undoubtedly, there is demonic influence behind this. 
(c) This new king will indeed disrupt the order of this world. 
(d) But his kingdom is not political. 

D. The kingdom of this King is a spiritual kingdom. 
1. You don’t enter it by crossing a physical border. 
2. You don’t enter it by becoming a citizen of a nation.  

(a) You enter by acknowledging this King as Redeemer. 
(b) We must humbly acknowledge our need; we are sinners. 
(c) We must trust in the Redeemer’s work as means of 

salvation. 
(d) We must entrust our lives to the King! Jesus is Lord! 

 
III. What does it mean that Jesus is king? 

A. Matthew wrote to Jews who waited for the Messiah King. 
1. Jesus is the Messiah King! 

(a) But he was a different King than anyone expected. 
B. This Redeemer King is a benevolent king (completely trustworthy) 

1. He is motivated by love for you that is deep and strong! 
2. This King is also Lord! His authority is absolute. 

(a) No need to fear. Because he is good, he is trustworthy! 
C. We have been praying for America and speaking of repentance. 

1. Some might ask, “What do we need to repent of?” 
(a) Perhaps the #1 thing is complacency. 
(b) The King and his mission has not been our mission. 
(c) The Church in America has not multiplied disciples. 

2. Sometimes we’re more engaged in making money. 
(a) We leave the mission to the institutional church. 

D. God offers us grace! The blood of Jesus covers our complacency 
1. True repentance is not a 10 day program. 
2. True repentance leads to changed direction and priorities. 

E. We have all that we need. 
1. The power of the Holy Spirit, the Word, and our King! 
2. Let us offer our lives back to the King, for he is worthy!  


