
Sermon Discussion Guide 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 

The Battle in the Desert 

Matthew 4: 1-11 

 

Adam and Jesus had parallel roles. They both were royal figures that represented all of humanity. They 

each were tested to see if he would prove to be a faithful covenant representative. Adam was tested in 

a lush garden in a world that was not yet corrupted by sin. Jesus, on the other hand, was tested in a 

barren wilderness. The environmental contexts for these two times of testing are significant. They 

represent the spiritual state of the world at each of these times, the fruitfulness of life and the 

barrenness of death. That barrenness was the result of Adam’s failure to remain faithful to God when 

attacked by the enemy. Fortunately for us, Jesus remained faithful. He was able to withstand the same 

attack that Adam succumbed to, proving that he was qualified to be our Redeemer. 

 

1. The Bible teaches that Jesus was like us in all things but sin. Part of his mission was to 

accomplish what Adam failed to accomplish. This comparison wouldn’t be very meaningful if 

Jesus were using his divine powers to overcome Satan’s attacks. Jesus would have such an 

advantage over Adam, that the comparison would be empty. But Adam and Jesus were alike. 

When they were tempted neither one of them was corrupted by sin. They both had to rely on 

their faith in the Father, and their trust in his Word.  

In what way is that an encouragement to us in the spiritual warfare that we encounter? 

 

Adam was the covenant representative in the Garden of Eden, but the enemy attacked Eve. Adam was 

still held responsible because he was present when Eve sinned, and he followed her lead. He was 

passive when he needed to stand for the truth. He should have remained faithful and protected Eve. 

Even though the discussion was initiated with Eve, it was an attack directed at Adam. He was the one 

who represented all of humanity. That is why Romans refers to Adam’s sin, having the result that we all 

died. 

 

2. Is passivity still a problem for us today? In what situations does it come up? Why is passivity 

more likely to be an issue for the one who is called to lead? 

3. I John 2:16 refers to three human vulnerabilities. The New American Standard Bible has the 

most helpful wording. Have someone in your group look it up in the NASB and read it. How do 

these three vulnerabilities relate to Jesus’ three temptations? 

4. Read Genesis 3:6. How do Eve’s observations relate to the three vulnerabilities, and to Jesus’ 

three temptations? 

5. What does Jesus do that is different than Adam and Eve? 

6. Wisdom would say, “never show up at a battle without your sword.” Do we ever get attacked 

and neglect to use our sword? Explain. 

7. Why is this a reminder that we need to be getting the Word of God into our hearts and minds? 

When is the best time to train for battle? 

8. Read Psalm 119:11. How does hiding God’s Word in my heart help me to not sin?  

 


