
The Joy of Christmas 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

I.Joseph was a lot like you and me. 
A. He had a dream. 

1. A pretty typical dream 
(a) Get married, have kids, earn a living, have a home. 

2. He was a righteous man. 
(a) God was part of his dream. 
(b) Love God, a godly wife; raise kids who love God. 

B. Mary is always depicted as a beautiful woman. 
1. We don’t know that. She may have been attractive. Maybe 

not. 
2. I think that we can assume that Mary was a woman of 

character. 
(a) She loved God. She loved people. 
(b) She was willing to serve people. 
(c) She probably had a heart for children and their love of 

God. 
C. At some point, Joseph notices Mary. 

1. She may have been a young teen. 
(a) Marrying age for girls was 14 or 15. 

2. He noticed her heart for God and for people. 
(a) He noticed how she was able to serve with joy. 
(b) He noticed her devotion to God. 
(c) There was probably some attraction. 
(d) But, more importantly, she would be a woman to share 

his dream. 
D. So, Joseph spoke to Mary’s father (perhaps his father was 

there). 
1. He expresses his interest in Mary as a wife. 
2. Joseph is an eligible bachelor. 

(a) He was not wealthy, but he has a trade (carpenter). 
(b) He is a godly man. 
(c) He has a home(typically added on to his parents’ home). 

3. It is agreed that Joseph and Mary will marry. 
(a) Their betrothal begins.  
(b) They get to know each other (in chaperoned settings). 
(c) Perhaps they begin to fall in love. 

E. Mary decides to visit Elizabeth. 
1. Joseph has heard of Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
2. Mary is gone 3 - 4 months. It seems like forever. 

F. Mary returns. 
1. At some point, Joseph finds out that Mary is pregnant. 
2. She claims that she is still a virgin. 

(a) That cannot be. It’s ridiculous!  
3. Joseph’s dream comes crashing down. 

(a) He is devasted. Hurt. Feels betrayed. He is shamed. 
(b) How could she do this? 
(c) He is angry but he does not want to hurt Mary. 
(d) He decides to divorce her quietly. 

II.Christmas joy is the joy of revelation! 
A. Joseph goes to bed a troubled man. He is in the dark, blind. 

1. As he sleeps, the angel Gabriel comes to him in a dream. 
(a) “Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife…” 

2. Joseph has received revelation from God. 
(a) What is it like when he wakes up? 
(b) He is amazed! He is thrilled! 
(c) He is full of joy! Mary was telling the truth. 

3. He runs over to Mary’s house. He must see Mary right 
away. 
(a) “Mary, I know. An angel came to me. We will name him 

Jesus!” 
4. Joseph went from deeply hurt and discouraged, to joy! 

(a) His Christmas joy was initiated by revelation. 
(b) Mary and Joseph’s joy in the stable would be the joy of 

revelation. 
(c) The shepherd’s joy is revelation joy! 
(d) The joy of the wise men is revelation joy! 
(e) Our joy is revelation joy! 

III.Until we know Jesus, we are blind (John 3:3). 
A. Before we know Jesus, we can sort of see. We can’t really see.  

1. Why do you speak to them in parables? (Matthew 13:10-13) 
2. We can sort of understand Christmas, but not really. 
3. Much of the joy we experience is secondary to Christmas. 

(a) Friends and family gather. 
(b) We exchange gifts. We celebrate. We feast. 

4. We don’t “get” the Gospel until we believe. 
(a) We are blind. We are in the dark. 
(b) At most, we look at Christmas through religious eyes. 
(c) But we don’t have the eyes of faith. 
(d) Why? Because you can’t see the Kingdom unless you 

are born again. 
5. But once we’ve trusted in Jesus, everything changes. 

(a) We are like Joseph after the angel’s visitation. 
(b) We can see the Gospel. 
(c) We see our need for a Savior. 
(d) We see this event as the onset of salvation and grace! 

6. The awe is put back in Christmas! 
(a) That baby was God in flesh, come to rescue me! Wow!! 


