
Confronting the Enemy 
Exodus 5 

 
I.  We are engaged in a subtle war.  

A. Our enemy is subtle. 
1. “The serpent was more crafty…” (subtle; KJV). 

(a) Subtle: artfully cunning, sly, deceptive. 
(b) He hides the truth to deceive. 
(c) Subtlety: hidden meaning, not obvious, requiring 

discernment. 
B. Spiritual warfare is unseen, not visible. 

1. This spiritual war is like the coronavirus crisis. 
(a) President Trump has called it “the unseen enemy.” 

2. We also battle an unseen enemy, a spiritual enemy. 
(a) Like the coronavirus, our enemy is deadly. 

3. We can’t see it, but we both see and experience affects. 
(a) They are not visible to us, but they are real. 

4. Our spiritual enemies are real. They have bad intentions. 
(a) We need to take it by faith since they aren’t visible. 
(b) If we deny their existence, we are more vulnerable. 

 
II. We need to know our enemy. 

A. Pharaoh is a type that represents Satan. 
1. His transgression begins with rebellion (Exodus 5:2). 

(a) Why should I obey him? 
(b) I do not know the Lord (“to know” is covenantal term). 
(c) I will not let Israel go. 

2. Our enemy wants to reproduce these same attitudes in us. 
(a) Why should I obey him? (denying his Lordship) 
(b) I do not know him(lacking the commitment of covenant) 
(c) “I will not…” (instead of “Thy will be done.”) 

3. Our enemy opposes the worship of God. 
(a) Wants people to serve him rather than worship God. 
(b) He equates the worship of God with laziness. 
(c) Stronghold: worship is unproductive; wasted time. 
(d) What is a stronghold? (2 Corinthians 10:4-5) 

4. He is a liar (and the father of lies). 
(a) “You are lazy. That is why you want to go worship.” 
(b) His lies are self-serving. 
(c) Calls the Israelites lazy even though they do the work. 

5. He is oppressive, unreasonable, unjust. 
(a) No straw. Gather your own. Same quota of bricks. 
(b) Much more work added. 
(c) Much less time available. 
(d) Same quota of bricks. 

6. He sows division among God’s people. 
(a) Sows division between Israelite foremen and workers. 
(b) Sows lack of love, judgment, anger, brutality, cruelty. 

 

B. But God is in control. 
1. He is hardening Pharaoh’s heart. 
2. It is time for judgment on Pharaoh and his kingdom. 

 
III. Moses’ return to Egypt is part of this ongoing spiritual war. 

A. Moses just walks into town with his family on a donkey. 
1. That doesn’t seem very threatening. 
2. But God is initiating an offensive against Pharaoh’s kingdom. 

B. The birth of Jesus didn’t seem like an act of war, either. 
1. But how did Satan react? Genocide. 

(a) He knew the Christ was a threat to his rule. 
2. Moses and Jesus were equipped in the same way. 

(a) .They both came with authority and power. 
3. Jesus was a one-man invasion force. 

(a) He came to pay the price for our liberation. 
(b) The resurrection is proof of his victory. 

C. Now, we are combatants in this subtle war. 
1. More than 20,000 Americans have died from the virus. 

(a) We are shocked by what this virus does. 
(b) But every single day, thousands die without Jesus. 
(c) Are we shocked? Or are we calloused? 
(d) How do we process these losses? 

D. Like Jesus and Moses, we come armed with authority and power. 
1. We have the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). 
2. We need to continually seek to be filled (Ephesians 5:18) 
3. We are filled as we seek God and worship. 

(a) Why does the enemy not want us to worship? 
(b) Because worship brings the presence of God. 
(c) God and his goodness are lifted up in worship. 
(d) There is power in worship. 

4. After the crisis: don’t replace corporate worship with online 
worship. We are called to fellowship in community 

E. We have the authority of Christ delegated to us. 
1. We exercise that authority when we intercede in prayer. 
2. Quotes from “Penetrating the Darkness: Discovering the Power 

of the Cross Against Unseen Evil; Jack Hayford; 
pp. 69,75. 

3. As we minister to Mosinee and Marathon County we need to 
bring the power and authority that are ours through the Gospel!                
 


