
You’re Really Bugging Me Now 
Exodus 8:16-19  

 
I.  Pharaoh is in a power struggle with God. 

A. God is sovereign over all, so for him, it is no struggle. 
1. But God is asserting his power and authority. 

(a) He will use Pharaoh to reveal his glory. 
2. God is bringing judgment on Egypt and Pharaoh. 
3. If you’re the sovereign God of creation what should you do? 

(a) Send in your angel armies? 
(b) Send fire from heaven to consume them? 
(c) Send in the gnats? 

B. Having already brought judgments related to Nile and frog gods… 
1. God begins a series of escalating judgments. 

(a) As Pharaoh refuses to yield each judgment gets worse. 
2. Most of these judgments are directed at an Egyptian god. 

(a) I’m not aware of a gnat god. 
(b) It could be beetles. 
(c) Egyptian amulets of beetles have been dug up. 

3. If it is a beetle, it follows a pattern. 
(a) God is demonstrating control over things they worship. 
(b) He is turning what they consider gods, against them. 

4. Ancient peoples worshiped gods to control environment. 
(a) So there were fertility gods. 
(b) There were gods that “controlled” the weather. 
(c) There were gods that affected health and prosperity. 

II. God turns their false gods into annoying pests. 
A. The frogs were grotesque. The gnats are a major annoyance. 

1. It’s amazing how such little bugs can be so annoying. 
(a) Of course, we can’t relate to that here in beautiful 

Wisconsin. 
(b) Really? 
(c) We are about to experience the annual mosquito 

invasion. 
2. What is it like if you are at a park near water at dusk with no 

Off? 
(a) Before too long, you begin to feel like a pin cushion. 
(b) You’re swatting and slapping but those pesky 

bloodsuckers keep coming. 
3. They can ruin the ambiance of a great meal. 

(a) Some friends who sat on a restaurant deck and tried to 
eat steak. 

(b) Before long, they felt like they were the steaks on the 
lake. 

4. They can harass the peaceful beauty out of your 
environment. 
(a) Maggie and I rented a “quaint” cabin on a lake in NH. 

(b) A rude awakening in the Philippines (scabies). 
5. There is a reason why we have a term for annoyances. They 

“bug” you. 
B. God has Moses and Aaron strike the dust. 

1. Millions of harassing gnats rise to besiege the people. 
(a) They can’t get away from them. 
(b) They are there 24/7. 
(c) They are overwhelming. 
(d) They are driving the people crazy. 
(e) Think of the irritability, the frustration, the anger. 

III. I wonder if this is about control and about peace. 
A. Oppression is taking control away from the ones being 

oppressed. 
1. The Egyptians are oppressing the Israelites. 

(a) They are controlling their lives; taking their freedom. 
(b) They are forcing them to do hard labor; brutalizing them. 

2. Why did the Egyptians take control? (Exodus 1:8-11). 
(a) When they felt threatened. When they lost trust. 
(b) But oppression of others is wrong. It is an injustice. 

3. God is demonstrating to the Egyptians who is in control. 
(a) To his people, he is showing that he is trustworthy. 

B. We struggle with control issues, too. 
1. Control over our own lives and circumstances. 

(a) Adam and Eve were tempted with insecurity, to take 
control. 

2. We also struggle to trust God with our lives. 
(a) Our relationships, our future, our finances. 
(b) We struggle with anxiety. We struggle for control. 

3. Coronavirus pandemic challenges our need for control. 
(a) Similar to an Exodus plague. We have no control. 
(b) The government challenges our need for control. 

4. Sometimes we struggle to control God. 
5. God says, “Be still and know that I am God.” 

(a) Stop struggling. Rest in Me. Remember my character. 
C. We struggle with control over each other, too. 

1. In our marriages, with our children. 
D. We struggle with feeling like we’re being controlled. 

1. In marriage, by the government, in the church. 
(a) This is why we bristle at submission. 

2. Sometimes there is toxic control. 
(a) Seek discernment. Seek God. Seek wise counsel. 

E. Application: What are we to do? (I Peter5:5-11) 
1. Be humble. 
2. Cast your anxiety on the Lord; he cares for you! 
3. Be self-controlled. 
4. Beware of the enemy. 
5. God will restore you and make you strong. 


