
Test or Trust? 
Matthew 4:5-7 

 

I.We have three weaknesses that make us vulnerable to temptation.       
(I John 2:16 NASB) 
A. “The boastful pride of life.” 

1. We use the word pride in different ways. 
(a) We sometimes use the word for feelings that aren’t 

wrong. 
(b) But there is a form of pride that the Bible calls sin. 

2. It is okay to feel good about your children doing well. 
(a) But even that can get off track. 
(b) Who gets the credit for your child’s abilities? 
(c) Parents sometimes find their own identity in their 

children. 
(d) They are giving themselves credit.  They are proud. 
(e) But our children’s abilities ultimately come from God. 
(f) Are we thankful to God, or are we full of ourselves? 

B. The “pride” that is sin is all about promoting and advancing self. 
1. Pride in our gifts and abilities (spiritual, intellectual, athletic, 

musical, etc.) 
(a) It is okay to be confident and to enjoy your abilities. 
(b) But, by definition, gifts are received. 
(c) Who gets credit, the Giver or the recipient? 
(d) When we get full of ourselves, we’re saying, “I’m the 

source.” 
(e) This is a form of glory theft (Ezekiel 28:17). 

2. Pride in our importance or position (spiritual, social, 
economic). 
(a) God in his sovereignty places people in roles and 

contexts. 
(b) It is not based on people being more valuable. 
(c) But, in pride, we sometimes see ourselves as more 

valuable than others. 
(d) When we elevate ourselves in our hearts, we are putting 

others down. It is not love, It is sin. 
II.Pride in our “righteousness” is the most deadly form of pride. 

A. In the Gospel, righteousness is not earned or deserved. 
1. Righteousness is a gift, received by grace. 
2. But I’m not getting that if I am proud of my righteousness. 
3. I am giving myself the credit for something I was given. 
4. Ironically, when we are proud of our righteousness, we are 

being unrighteous. 
B. Religiousness and faith in the Gospel are different from each 

other. 

1. Religion tends to focus on what I do to be “righteous.” 
2. Pharisees thought their Law-following made them righteous. 
3. They looked down on others, but they were blind (Rom3:20)   
4. They were hypocrites (Matthew 23:5). 
5. But apparently, they were good at making disciples 

(Matthew 23:15). 
C. Tim Keller points out that religion and the Gospel evaluate us 

differently. 
1. Religion says:The religious are in and the irreligious are out. 
2. The Gospel says:The humble are in and the prideful are out. 
3. Why? Because pride leads to self-righteousness. 
4. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of 

God.” 
III.Satan attempted to stir up pride in Jesus. 

A. “If you are the Son of God, then throw yourself down.” 
1. If you really are the chosen one, Psalm 91 is about you. 

B. Wow! I didn’t know that Satan is such a Bible scholar. 
1. Actually, he’s a Bible twister. 
2. He takes part of Psalm 91 out of context. 
3. He is right, Psalm 91 is a Messianic Psalm (about Jesus). 

(a) However, the Psalm is about trust and sovereignty. 
(b) Jesus rests in the shadow of his Father (Psalm 91:1-2) 
(c) As you trust the Father, he will protect you. 
(d) This is true even though you will be executed. 
(e) No one will touch you, nothing will harm you, until it is 

God’s appointed time. 
4. But, if Jesus had intentionally put himself in danger, it would 

have been testing God’s promise, and his character. 
(a) Testing comes from doubt, not trust. 

5. Two kinds of testing; testing a promise or testing a warning.  
C. Every time that we willfully sin, we are testing one of the two. 

1. God has warned that an action is not good nor good for us. 
(a) If we decide to try it, we are testing God’s Word. 
(b) That is what Eve did.  Satan enticed her to try sin. 
(c) If she trusted God’s Word, she would have lived. 

2. Jesus prevailed against Satan because he trusted God’s 
Word and God’s character. 
(a) He didn’t give in to ego: “I’ll show you who I am.” 
(b) He didn’t test God. He humbly trusted God (Prov. 3:5-8). 
(c) Testing God comes from lack of trust. 
(d) Trust is demonstrated by obedience. 
(e) New Morning Mercies; Paul Tripp; November 12th. 
(f) Trust and obey and you will live! 


